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Chriftian Hiftory 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival! 


of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
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The Remainder of ibe Extra& from the Reverend Mr. 
Mc Laurin’s Lesser. 


val has excited, as 1 have yood Gsround to think, 

the Thankfgivings of many ; as it contains not only 
fo fatisfying Proofs, but likewile fo edifying Deteriptions of 
it, removing Mifreprcfentations of the Senuments and Con- 
dv& of the Promoters and Subjedts of it, and tending thro’ 
divine Grace, to promote and fpread fuch biefled 1) sogs as 
it relates. It feems evidently fublervient to thgle good Ends, 
not only that fuch Numbers of the Aflertors of the Revival 
attended the Afiembly, but alfo that feveral of the tame Sen- 
timents, and furnifhed with like Marervals, were abfent, a 
this has occafioned a Number of very edifying particular 
Narratives, of fuch Value, that it would have becn a great 
Pity if the Publick had wanted them. And it his been 
pultly obferved here that the whole, with other lure Com- 
pofures, affords Master of Prasle to Him, (who has received 
Gifts for Men) for favourmg New-England with fach a 
Number of fhining and burning Lights."’ 


“T HE much longed-for ArtestaTtion tothe Rew- 


Extrait sf a Letter from the Reverend Mr. Willian 4 
Dundee, ta the Reverend Mr. Prioce. 


Dunder, March 17. 174 
‘* Hope that excellent Testimony of the veneradis 
Affembly at Bofen, the 7thot Jul laf, with the @ay 
curring ATTESTATIONS, from other Miniflers net tien 
prefent, will contribute, thro’ uc Biefling of Gad, 
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218 The Progre/s of the Revival 


vive, fupport and confirm the Hearts of many of the Lord’; 
People, and ftop the Mouths of Gainfayers. 

The worthy Mr. Edwards of Northampton, ir his late 
Book, as well as in his former Writings, hath done eminent 
Service to the Church of God this Way. O may the 
Lord fpare him long, end ftrcng-hen him for further Ser- 
vice of this Kind ! 

In the Weft of Scotland, in feveral Parifhes, there hath 
been a Work of the fame Nature with your’s, and hitherts 
(bleffed be God) without the Errors’ and*Diforders, which 
have been in fome Parts of your Country ; but the Extent 
and Spread of the Work hath been yet fmall in Refpe& of 
what it hath been-with you. But we have great Ground of 
Thankfulnefs, that the Fruits and Effects of the Work in 
Scotland, {till appear to be very defireable in the moft Part, 
“who have been Subje@s of it. Tho’ alafs ! we have Grou 
of Sorrow and Regret for the Oppofition made thereto by 
our feceding Brethren ; as if it was all Delufion, or the Work 
of an evil Spirit. They are now turned /o te-y narrow in 
their Charity, that they will not hold Communion with any 
others, nor allow that the Holy Gheft doth attend the Mi- 
niftry of any but their own, or thofe of their Way of think- 
ing, about every Point of Church Management: which 
‘hath brought them to join Hands, with thofe they formerly 
feemed moft averfe from, in reproaching the glorious 
Work of God’s fovereign free Grace, both ‘in Scotia: a 
and America. ‘ . 

O that we were helped to carry them to the Throne of 
Grace, and there wreftle with the Lord, to open their Eyes, 
change their Minds and Tongues, and of his Mercy begin the 
bleffed Work (which they defpife) among their own Fol- 
lowers | WhofeConcern and Zeal at prefent feem to be more 
for Externals than E/ffentials. : 


Extraé& of aLetter from twa eminent Booklellers in the 
City of Edinburgh to the Reverend Mr. Moorhead. 


Edinburg, Febr. 10. 174354. 

ee AS for the prefent State of Religion in Scotland, you 
' will readily. underftand fomething of it, by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Robde’s Monthly Chriftian Hiftory. However, 


we thought it in this Way to inform you, that Religion is 


thriving 
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at Edinburg &c. in Scotland. 219 


thriving among the young People in this City, and the Coun- 
try round about ; many of whom have of late fet up Socie- 
ties for Prayer and religious Conference: And as fome 
more ancient Chriftians do frequently vifit thofe Meetings, 
they give from Time to Time very comfortable Accounts, 
as to the Knowledge and Fervency which prevails among 
them, and the beautiful Order with which their Societies are 
conducted. 

But befides this, we had laft Week very comfortable 
News from the North: In Rofs-/oire, Sutherland, Caithne/s, 
and other Places thereabout, the fame good Work is begin- 
ning among the young Ones; and even fundry old Sinners 
have of late been touched. ‘There is one Parifh in the re- 
mote Highlands, remarkable for its being of the greateft 
Bounds of any in Scotland, (for the Extent of it in- 
cluding Ifles &c. is faid to be above 100 Miles in Circumfe- 
rence) we fay we are informed that this Parifh has been 
greatly favour’d of late. They have now no Minifter ; 
but their School-mafter, who is a pious Man, has travel’d 
amongft them,and inftruéted them to a greatDegree ; fo that 
from 6Years of Age to 80,they are (at leaft great Numbers of 
them) thirfting after the Knowledge of God, and the Way 
of Salvation by Jefus Chrift. They have formed Societies 
in fundry Places ; according as their Contiguity does beft 
Anfwer for their Meeting. There they pray, fing Pfalins, 
and inftruct one another. Their School-mafter goes round 
them ; fo that through the Year, he is not a Sabbath of ten 
at hisown Houfe. His Prefbytery (becaufe the Parith has 
no Minifter at prefent) allows him to explain the Scriptures 
he reads, which has been a great Benefit to the formerly 
poor ignorant Creatures ; whom he calls alfo to give their 
own Thoughts on fundry Pafflages of Scripture: By this 
Means Light is conveyed in a familiar Way from one Per- 
fon to another. 

The Name of this extended Parith is Lochbroom, and the 
Name of the School-mafter is Mr. Hugh Cameron, whom 
one of us is well acquainted with, and know him to be 
vaftly ufeful in another Part of the Highland Country,whcre 
he formerly refided. 

Tho. Lumifden 
Fo. Roberifon. 
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120 Regular Zeal vindicated 


A RecutarR ZEAL in Matters of Religion juflified, and 
vindicated from the Charge of Enthufiafm, Madnej;, 
Diffimulation, and placing the whole of Religion in juch 
Fervours, and of aiming at ill Ends. An Extraé froma 
Difcourfe, of the Reverend Mr. Joun Witson, com 
cerning internal [llumination, and other Operations of the 
Holy Spirit &c. being an Appendix to bis Scriptures ge- 
nuine Interpreter afferted. 

SECT. IL 

I Come now to {peak fomething of the Prejudices taken at 
thofe Fervours that appear in fome in the Exercifes of Re- 

ligion, breaking forth in earneft and pathetical Expreflions, 

whether in bewailing of Sia, or petitioning for Mercy, 

‘Thankfgiving for Bleffings received, or difpenfing the Word 

of Reconciliation to the People. This is fharply cenfured 

by Lud. Walzogen, as favouring of Enthufiafm, or border- 
ing upon Frenzy, and cunningly defigned for the driving on of 
fome ambitious Ends. 

To this I reply, We are commanded to be fervent in 
Spirit, ferving the Lord: * and that what/oever our Hand 
findeth to do, we foould do it with our Might.| The Pfalmitt 
fays, 1 cried with my whole Heart.t And even that heathen 
Prince, to whofe royal City the Prophet ‘fonah was fent with 
a threatning Meffage, requires his Subjects to cry mightily 
unto God.t TheApoftle fays, lt is good to be zealoufly affected 
always in a good Thing.* And is there any thing fo 
good, as that it can better challenge the, heighth and heat of 
our Affeétions and Endeavours than Religion, in the Servi- 
ces whereof we have fo immediately to do with God, who 
calls for the Heart, and hath declared his abhorring of a dull, 
luke-warm Temper? || I grant, that it is too poflible for 
Zeal to have its Exceffes and Irregularities : And among 
the reft, there is an indifcreet Zeal fometimes appearing in 
fome well-meaning Perfons, that wants the Conduct of a 
well-order’d Judgment : which as I take to be much more 
pardonable than a carelefs or prophane Indifferency ; fo I 
conceive it may have miniftred fome Occafion to thofe vile 
Reproaches that are caft upon all that are ferioufly and 
heartily religious. 





* Rom.12. 11. || Eccl. g. 10. t Pfal. 119. 145. t Jon. 
3-8. *Gal. 4.18. | Rev. 3. 15,16. ‘ 
ut 
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from the Charge of Euthufiafm. 1? 


But that fervor of Spirit that I undertake for, and affert 
to be not only juffifiabie, but commendable in the Duties of 
Religion, is that which is raifed by a right cpprebenfion of the 
Object about which it is conver fant, guided by a compsfed Un- 
der flanding, and attended with an humble awful Reverence be- 
coming finful Duff inits appearance before the great and holy 
God 


Should not Sinners in their Addrefles to the moft High, 
have their Hearts deeply touch’d with Sorrow for the Sins 
that they apprehend themfelves, or others for whom they 
are concern’d, to be guilty of, or liable to ? Doth it be- 
come an Offender, that is to beg his Pardon, to do itin a 
ftupid Manner, as if he had no more Senfe of his Fault than 
a Stoneora Brute? And what Incongruity is it for us in 
our Petitions for Mercy, to have our Defires raifed to the 
higheft Pitch that we can reach ? Is the pardoning and pu- 
rifying Grace of Chrift of fo little Worth or Ufe to us, as 
they need be but coldly or carelefly afkt, as if our Words 
freezed between our Lips, or as if we did not greatly cere 
whether we were heard orno? Or can we expect that 
God fhould hear thofe Petitions, which we our felves fcarce 
feel when they go from us ? Did ever any, Malefactor 
plead at the Bar for his Life, or an hunger-ftarv’d Beggar 
crave an Alms at the Door, after this dull and fleepy Rate ? 
Ani when we are bleffing God for his Benefits, fhould we 
not with thePfalmift,call upon all our Powers to praife him ?{ 
And fhould not thofe, whofe Work it is to difpenfe the Word 
of Life, deliver their Meflage in fuch a Manner, as that their 
Hearers may difcern that they are in good earneft, and that 
the Word fpoken to them is that whereon their eternal Life 
or Deathdepends ? Isit not requifite that the Servants of 
Chrift fhould, in this Work, be (as is recorded for the Ho- 
nour of Apolsos) fervent in Spirit ; || elpecially confidering 
the quality of moft Hearers, who are fo hardly raifed to a 
due Point of Zeal and Fervency, that (as Mr. George Her- 
bert {peaks) they need a Mountain of Fire to kindle them. The 
faid worthy Author advifeth Preachers to make choice of 
moving and ravifoingTexts : and to dip and feafonall their Words 
and Sentences in their Hearts before they come into their Mouths, 





t Pl. 103. |] A&. 18. 2. 
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232 Regular Zeal vindicated 


truly offccding, and cordially expr ofing all that they fay, fo thay 
the Awaitors may plainly perceive that everyWord is Heart-deep : 
with other Paflages of like Import. In fhort, what Caufe of 
Blame is it for any in the Exercife of Devotion, whether pub- 
lick or private, to endeavour what they can to have their 
own and others Hearts affucted in fome Meafure fuitable to 
the Work in Hand, and to have their Expreffions in fome 
due Proportion anfwerable to the Affe@ions of thei: Hearts ? 
This is all I plead for ; and the utmoft (as far as L know) that 
can be charged upon the generality of the Perfons accus'd, 
What fome particular here and there may be guilty of, | 
am not concern’d to vindicatee That there are many Follies 
and Extravagancies in fome of all Perfwafions, he muft bea 
great Stranger in the World that knows not ; and miferably 
enflavcd to the Intereft of a Party, that confeffeth not. But 
the Lord knows we have all more Caufe to blame our felves 
for our coldnefS and remifsnefs, than others can have to 
blame us for too much Fervor, I heartily with, that both 
they and we were all more thoroughly baptized with this 


Fire. 
SECT. IL. 

But let us a little examine the Pretenfions of our Accu- 
fers. As for the Charge of Enthufiafm, which fome make 
ue of toafperfe what they diflike in Religion: The Word 
(faith a late learned Author }) 4s of it felf good, but fallen ints 
Difcredit by the Vice of Men; for there is an holy Enthufiafm ; 
when the Soul is wholly irradiated or inlightened of God. But 
taking it in the worft Senfe, as it is by thefe ObjeGtors,I may 
fay of it, as Mr. Hales of Eaton once faid of the Words 
Schifm and Herefy, that itis made a theological Scare-Crow. 
For it being inconfiftent with fome Mens Principles to ac- 
knowledge any efficacious fupernatural Operations of the 
Spirit of Grace upon the Heart of Man, and as contrary to 
their Difpofition and Pra@tice to be fericufly fervent in Re- 
ligion, it becomes their Intereft, to brand whatfoever lies 
out of their Road with the opprobrious Name of Enthufiafm ; 
that is (as they fometimes explain it) a Pretence of being 
acted by the holy Spirit, or a falie conceit of Infpiration. 





t 41. Martinius in Lexic. Philol. 
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from the Charge *f Entbufiafm. * 223 

What the Sect of Enthufiaits was, «ppears fufficiently by 
the Teltimony of thofe learned Men who have written a 
gaintt them both ia former and later Vimes. From whon 
we havethis Account; ‘¢ That thofe who were cenfUres 
ss and condemned by theChurch of Carift under that Notion, 
s¢ were fuch as flighted, if not rejected, the Scriptures « 
s¢ a dead Letter, a lame and imperfect Guide, inf ficie:t 
«< tobe the Rule of Faith or Practice; in Room wheres: 
‘¢ they profefs to be acted. by immediate Revelations, which 


66 they call’d the internal and fpiritual Word, teaching them 


‘« higher Wifdom than any contain’d in theScriptures. Ard 
«+ whatf_ever was ftrongly fuggefted to them, or made any 
és vehement Impreffion upon their Minds, as that which they 
«s thought they fhould believe or do, they embraced it as a 
*¢ divine Infpiration, and magifterially impofed it upon c- 
‘6 thers, were it never fo inconfiftent with, or oppefite to 
«© the Doctrine of the holy Scriptures, or the Dictates of 
66 found and fober Reafon. And being by this Means laid 
*¢ open to fatanical Delufions, they were eafily drawn to 
‘¢ believe the grofleft Abfurditics, and fome of them to 
‘¢ practice the vileft ,Wickednefles; contrary to common 
‘< Honefty and the publick Peace, juttifying ail by their pre- 
*¢ tended Revelations. 

This is the Character we have of Enthufiafts, both An- 
cient and Modern, from Authors of unqueftionable Credit. 
And if there be any where in this World any of the Re- 
mainders of thatSect, (as it’s probable enough there are) thac 
entertain fuch wild and frantick Conceptions, letthem bea: 
their Sin and Shame. But of thisLam fure, that the Per- 
fons thus charged by /Velzegen and his Complices, can fafely 
appeal to all unprejudiced Perfons that know them, and to 
the moft wife and holy God, who is greater than all, that 
they are as clear from any compliance with that infatuated 
Generation, as the beft of their Accufers. For, 

1. They heartily own and fubmig to the hely Scriptures, 
as the only fure and fufficient Rule of Faith and Life. Ac- 
cordingly whatfoever Conceptions may rife within them, or 
be fuggefted to them in Matters of Religion, they bring them 
to the Bar of Scripture, to ftand or fall according to its Judg- 
ment, not impofing their Sentiments upon the Scripture, but 
receiving the Senfe of Scripture from the Scripture it felf. 

2, In Matters difficult and obfcure, that are more darkly 


latid-down in Scripture, (efpccially in the prophetical Part, 
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224 Regular Zeal vindicated. 


of it) they forbear to determine peremptorily, chufing ra. 
ther to fatisfy themfelves with a modeft Hefitancy, and ab- 
horring to make their Judgments the Meafure of anothe;’; 
Faith, or fupercilioufly to cenfure or defpife any for their dif. 
ferent Apprehenfions. 

3. ‘They plead for no other Spirit of Revelation, than 
what the Apoftie prays for in Behalf of the Epbefans,Chap, 
1. Ver.17, 18,19. which Revelation confifts not in difcover- 
ing any new Objeé? to be received, unreveal’d in Scripture ; 
but only in qualifying the Sudjeé? by curing the native and 
acquired blindnefs and carnality of our Minds, that we may 


rightly underftand and embrace the Truths which the Scrip- 


ture propounds. 

4. They folemnly profefs and declare to all the World, 
that whatfoever they are taught by the holy Spirit, as it is by 
and from the Scripture, fo itis in the regular Exercife of 
their rational Faculties ; and fuch as they are ready at all 
Times to give an Account of from Scripture-Grounds to 
any fober intelligent Perfon that fhall demand it. They 
therefore difown and reject the abfurd Principles and arro- 
gant Prefumptions of the falfly call’d My/lical Theology, (‘er 
on Foot anciently, and revived in later Years ) that pretends 
to ecflatich Raptures and Deifications of the Soul, by an utter 
ceffation of all intelleé?ual Operations. The original of 
which phantaftick Theology, Dr. Aerie Cafaubon derives 
from the Heathen Philofophers ; ¢ intimating withal, the 
great Affinity between this and the new Methed fo much 
cried up of late : Which thofe whom it concerns, may con- 
fider of at their Leifure. 

(To be continued.) 


+ Treatife concerning Enthufiajm, Chap. 3. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
This Day Publifbed, 
And to be Sold by Kneeland & Green in Queenftreet, Baffon. 
A Pricf and Remarkable Relation of the Chriftian Experi- 
ence of Mr.R. Cruttenden, a Gentleman of Learning, 
with the Methods of bis Recovery from Socinianifm to the ortho- 
dox Faith. Deliver’d by Him fel to aCongregation of Diffenters 


in London, and fince publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Whitefiek, 
with arecemmendatory Preface. 
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